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Washington routine and funded our 
government on a bipartisan basis. Last 
August, we passed a 2-year bipartisan 
funding agreement that let our com-
mittees do their work even amid this 
divided government. 

When both sides have honored the 
agreement and kept bills clean of poi-
son pills, Chairman SHELBY has been 
able to deliver full-year bills without 
drama. I hope we can replicate that 
successful pattern this year. 

Congress should also reach a bipar-
tisan, bicameral compromise on the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
and pass a conference report before the 
end of the year. 

Our men and women in uniform need 
every tool and resource to confront the 
great-power competitors, rogue states, 
and terrorists who wish us harm. Con-
gress should be an asset to our own 
servicemembers, not a liability. 

This year would make the 60th con-
secutive year Congress will have passed 
an NDAA. This is no time to break that 
streak and leave our forces in the 
lurch. Let’s get this done and pass a 
conference report through both Cham-
bers this year. 

f 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

on another matter, while our commit-
tees are working, the full Senate is 
keeping busy with one of the core con-
stitutional responsibilities we have: 
continuing to confirm well-qualified 
men and women to lifetime appoint-
ments to the Federal judiciary. 

Yesterday, we voted to advance the 
nomination of Kristi Haskins Johnson, 
the current solicitor general of Mis-
sissippi, with multiple impressive 
clerkships under her belt, to serve as a 
district judge for the Southern District 
of Mississippi. She will make history as 
the first woman to join the bench in 
that district. 

This is just the first of several nomi-
nations we will consider this week. We 
will also vote on Benjamin Beaton, a 
Kentuckian who has been nominated to 
be a district judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Kentucky. This Paducah native 
is yet another outstanding choice by 
President Trump. 

Mr. Beaton received a first-rate edu-
cation from Kentucky’s Centre College 
and then Columbia Law School, where 
he edited the law review. He clerked on 
the DC Circuit and on the Supreme 
Court for the late Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. 

Since then, Mr. Beaton has excelled 
at some of the country’s top law firms. 
He has also undertaken a substantial 
pro bono caseload and shown a dedica-
tion to community service. 

At each step, the nominee has dem-
onstrated a firm commitment to the 
Constitution and the rule of law. The 
American Bar Association has con-
firmed what Kentuckians already 
knew—Mr. Beaton is well qualified to 
serve as a district judge. 

Last month, our colleagues on the 
Judiciary Committee advanced this 

brilliant nominee with no Members 
voting in opposition. I urge all my col-
leagues to join me in voting to confirm 
him later today and our other impres-
sive nominees this week. 

Now, this week’s nominees are only 
the latest example of the incredible 
qualifications that have characterized 
President Trump’s nominees. 

Take the metric that our Democratic 
colleagues have called the ‘‘gold stand-
ard,’’ the ratings of the left-leaning 
American Bar Association. As of a few 
months ago, across all the people that 
President Trump had nominated to the 
Federal District Courts, 68.8 percent 
had earned the ABA’s top rating—top 
rating—of ‘‘well qualified.’’ 

If you look back over the last seven 
Presidential administrations, only 
one—Bush 43—has managed to post a 
higher average rating for judicial 
nominations. Even then, it was only 
higher by just a hair—just a hair. 

Even the Democrats’ own supposed 
‘‘gold standard’’ destroys the talking 
point that President Trump’s nominees 
have been less thoroughly qualified. It 
is just not factual. It is not true. 

Earlier this year, looking at clerk-
ships and professional experience, one 
liberal commentator admitted that 
‘‘the average Trump appointee has a 
far more impressive resume than any 
past president’s nominees.’’ 

Let me say that again. This is a lib-
eral commentator who follows these 
things and admitted that ‘‘the average 
Trump appointee has a far more im-
pressive resume than any past presi-
dent’s nominees.’’ 

So it is pretty hard to argue that 
these haven’t been extraordinary addi-
tions to our Federal courts. This is a 
tremendous accomplishment. These are 
judges who will serve our Nation hon-
orably for generations to come. 

Our colleagues here in the Senate 
should be rightly proud to have con-
firmed them, and we are going to con-
tinue doing just that. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the mandatory quorum 
call with respect to the Beaton nomi-
nation be waived. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-

sence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

MASKS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Now, before I begin, 

Madam President, I want to remind 
Senators to wear a mask as much as 
possible on the floor. I personally take 
my mask off when addressing the 
Chair, so long as other Senators or 
staff are not nearby. Otherwise, a mask 
should be worn at all times on the 
floor. 

This is not only for the safety of 
other Senators. This is for the safety of 
our staffs, everyone who works here on 
the floor, and everyone who works here 
in this building, as well as setting the 
right example for the American people. 

f 

NOMINATION OF JUDY SHELTON 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on 

Judy Shelton, today the Senate will 
vote on the nomination of Judy 
Shelton to serve as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Federal Re-
serve. 

Ms. Shelton is, without a doubt, one 
of the most unqualified nominees I 
have ever seen for our Nation’s central 
bank. When her nomination first came 
before the Senate Banking Committee, 
a former Republican aide to a Senator 
on the Banking Committee said that 
she was so unqualified and so far out of 
the mainstream that the ‘‘idea of even 
calling Ms. Shelton as a witness for 
something was beyond the pale.’’ 

That is a former Republican aide say-
ing that Shelton wasn’t qualified to be 
a witness in a committee hearing, let 
alone a nominee to the Federal Reserve 
Board of Governors. 

It is not hard to understand why. For 
years, Ms. Shelton has advocated for 
the resurrection of the gold standard, a 
long since discarded policy that in part 
led to the Great Depression. She has 
questioned the independence of the Fed 
and, beyond that, has even questioned 
whether the Fed should exist. 

Ms. Shelton has also suggested that 
we put an end to Federal deposit insur-
ance, an institution that has protected 
American savings since the 1930s. That 
is why over 130 of the nation’s top 
economists, including seven Nobel lau-
reates, have opposed her nomination, 
as have countless alumni of the Fed-
eral Reserve Board of Governors. 

Ms. Shelton’s views have another 
strange quality: They seem to change 
when it is politically convenient. When 
President Obama was in office, Ms. 
Shelton harangued the Fed to increase 
interest rates, despite the economic 
downturn. But in 2017, when President 
Trump took office, Ms. Shelton abrupt-
ly switched her position and argued 
that the Fed should reduce rates, in 
her words, ‘‘as fast, as efficiently, as 
expeditiously as possible.’’ 

It may surprise few to learn that she 
was an adviser to President Trump’s 
2016 campaign. She has defended his 
candidacy and his policies and encour-
aged world banks to hold international 
conferences at Mar-a-Lago. Imagine—a 
nominee for the Federal Reserve, which 
is supposed to be an independent body. 
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I have fought both Democrats and 

Republicans when they have tried to 
interfere with the independence of the 
Fed, but Ms. Shelton doesn’t seem to 
care about it at all. So that might be 
the most concerning thing about her 
nomination: her stunning lack of inde-
pendence. 

The Federal Reserve Board must 
make decisions based on objective eco-
nomic analysis and judgment, not 
whatever is best for one party or one 
occupant of the Oval Office. That is 
why terms on the Federal Reserve 
board last 14 years. We are supposed to 
trust Federal Reserve Governors to be 
neutral arbiters, no matter which 
party is in power in Washington. We 
are supposed to trust that everyone 
who serves on the Fed is first and fore-
most well qualified and truly inde-
pendent. 

But, unfortunately, Judy Shelton is 
neither. Ms. Shelton has shown herself 
to be an economic weathervane, point-
ing whichever direction she thinks the 
partisan winds are blowing. 

Every single Democrat will oppose 
her nomination today. I understand a 
few of our Republican colleagues will 
oppose her nomination as well. The 
question is, Will enough of our col-
leagues on the other side stand up and 
do the right thing today? 

Members of this Chamber have stood 
up before to prevent President Trump 
from putting unqualified partisan ad-
vocates on the Federal Reserve. During 
these final few weeks of the Trump 
Presidency, it is time to do it again. I 
plead with my Republican colleagues, 
for the sake of an economy that is 
hurting from COVID, for the sake of 
our future economy and its growth, to 
reject Ms. Shelton’s nomination. 

f 

CORONAVIRUS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on 
COVID, by all rights, the Senate should 
not be spending its time this week on 
so many nominees, especially such un-
qualified nominees, while COVID–19 is 
surging throughout the country. 

The urgent need for another relief 
bill has been confronting the Senate 
since March of this year. The Repub-
lican leader put the Senate on ‘‘pause,’’ 
as he said, all summer, while the virus 
got worse and worse. And when he fi-
nally decided it was time to do another 
bill, he crafted a partisan, emaciated 
proposal that fell drastically short of 
what was needed to address a bur-
geoning health and economic crisis. 

Now, President-Elect Biden has urged 
the Senate to pass a comprehensive bill 
that actually meets the needs of the 
American people. He pointed to the 
HEROES Act, and that is the right 
focus. We need a comprehensive bill 
that meets the needs of the American 
people, but, of course, we would want 
to sit down and negotiate with our Re-
publican colleagues. 

The Republican leader should come 
to the table and negotiate with Demo-
crats on a bipartisan COVID relief bill 

with a bipartisan process that address-
es all of the challenges we now face. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Kristi Haskins Johnson, of Mississippi, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Southern District of Mississippi. 

CORONAVIRUS 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, for 
the second Monday now in a row, we 
have received tremendous news about 
the prospects for a COVID vaccine. 

Last week, Pfizer announced that the 
initial results of its COVID vaccine 
showed a greater than 90-percent rate 
of effectiveness. And yesterday, 
Moderna announced its COVID vaccine 
is showing a similarly high effective-
ness rate, raising the possibility that 
not one but two COVID vaccines may 
be available in the very near future. 

This success is a tribute to the inno-
vative power of the private sector and 
the efforts of Congress and the Trump 
administration to expedite develop-
ment of COVID vaccines. Operation 
Warp Speed has helped fund develop-
ment of Moderna’s vaccine and will 
help fund distribution of both 
Moderna’s and Pfizer’s products. 

While vaccine trials and development 
continue, so does research into new 
COVID treatments. Drugmaker Eli 
Lilly just received emergency use au-
thorization for an antibody drug that 
will be used to treat COVID in patients 
with mild or moderate illness. Another 
company, Regeneron, has also filed for 
emergency use authorization for a po-
tential antibody treatment. And there 
are a lot of other clinical trials going 
on right now for COVID vaccines and 

therapeutics, meaning there may be 
more good news to come. 

Meanwhile, we are also strengthening 
domestic production of personal pro-
tective equipment for medical per-
sonnel and other essential workers. 

And 3M, which manufactures N95 
masks, received two contracts under 
the Defense Production Act to expand 
N95 production. I recently visited the 
3M plant in Aberdeen, SD, to celebrate 
the opening of the plant’s new N95 
manufacturing lines. These new lines 
will help 3M’s N95 production increase 
from 22 million to more than 95 million 
respirators per month. That is critical 
progress on the PPE front, not to men-
tion the jobs that are being created. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Madam President, on the economic 

front, the good news continues. The Oc-
tober jobs report showed yet another 
reduction in the unemployment rate 
and revealed that the economy created 
more than 600,000 jobs in October. 

While we definitely have a ways to go 
to get back to where we need to be, the 
speed and strength of our recovery are 
encouraging. It is a testament to the 
strength of our economy before the 
virus hit. Thanks to Republican tax re-
lief and regulatory reform, our econ-
omy was thriving before the 
coronavirus descended, and that eco-
nomic strength provided the ground-
work for a strong recovery. 

Republican-led coronavirus initia-
tives like the Paycheck Protection 
Program have also helped keep the 
economy going during the virus. More 
than 5 million small businesses, includ-
ing more than 23,000 in South Dakota, 
have taken advantage of the Paycheck 
Protection Program’s forgivable loans 
to help keep their businesses operating 
and their employees on the payroll. 

CORONAVIRUS 
Madam President, of course, while 

there is much to be hopeful about, the 
virus is still very much with us, and 
cases are surging. My home State of 
South Dakota has been hit hard, as 
have many other areas of the country. 

While we wait for final approval of 
vaccines, it is essential that we keep 
following best practices and do what 
we can to slow the virus’s spread, like 
social distancing, wearing masks, 
washing hands frequently, avoiding 
large gatherings, and more. 

While the money Congress has al-
ready invested in COVID relief has 
gone a long way toward meeting the 
country’s needs, we should pass addi-
tional targeted relief to help Ameri-
cans weather the rest of the pandemic. 

Senate Republicans have introduced 
additional COVID relief legislation 
that would provide the hardest hit 
businesses with a second round of Pay-
check Protection Program loans, help 
schools and colleges operate safely, and 
provide additional healthcare resources 
to fight the virus. 

Our legislation would also provide for 
an additional $300 per week over and 
above regular unemployment benefits 
for those who have lost their jobs as a 
result of the pandemic. 
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